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DETAILED ACTION 

The application of Haruki for an "Electronic apparatus and remote controller" filed 
January 22, 2004 has been examined. 
Claims 1-18 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 11-15 are objected to because of the following informalities: "multiple 
function" and "determined that said first function" is written incorrectly. Examiner treats 
as "multiple functions" and "determined that said second function". Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, and 3-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Williams, Jr. (US# 6,195,797). 

Referring to claim 1 , Williams, Jr. teaches an electronic apparatus (col. 1 1 lines 
11-18; see Figure 2) furnished with multiple functions that are remotely controllable by 
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at least a first and second remote controller (22) (i.e. set top boxes), said apparatus 
comprising: a first module for activating a first function; a second module for activating 
a second function; and a control unit (20) (i.e. server) activate simultaneously, for 
accepting a request from said second remote controller and activating the second 
function while activating the first function at a request from said first remote controller 
(col. 3 lines 10-30 and col. 4 lines 6-23). 



Referring to claim 3, Williams, Jr. teaches an electronic apparatus according to 
claim 1 , wherein: said control unit includes means for notifying said second remote 
controller, upon activation of said first function, that said first function has become 
unavailable (col. 14 lines 51-67). 

Referring to claim 4, Williams, Jr. teaches an electronic apparatus according to 
claim 3, wherein: said control unit includes means for notifying said second controller, 
upon deactivation of said first function, that said first function has become available 
(col. 14 lines 65-67). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8-10 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Williams, Jr. (US# 6,195,797). 

Referring to claim 8, Williams, Jr. discloses a remote controller used to remotely 
control an electronic (col. 1 1 lines 11-18; see Figure 2) apparatus furnished with 
multiple functions, said remote controller (22) (i.e. set top boxes) comprising: display 
means (23) (i.e. display); receiving means (29) (i.e. digital input/output) for receiving a 
notice from said electronic apparatus that one or more than one of said multiple 
functions has become unavailable; and that said one or more than one function 
specified in the notice received at said receiving means has become unavailable (col. 
14 lines 51-68). However, Williams, Jr. as silent on teaching the notifying means for 
notifying a user, through said display means. 

Williams, Jr. teaches the display and sound hardware (23) as a display of the 
information receiving from the server (20) including the acknowledgment information to 
the user (col. 14 lines 30-40 and 51-65). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention was made to have the display means (23) of Williams, Jr. for 
displaying the notifying information from the server to the user (1) (i.e. see Figure 2). 

Referring to claim 9, Williams, Jr. discloses the remote controller according to 
claim 8, wherein: said receiving means includes means for receiving a notice from said 
electronic apparatus that one or more than one of said multiple functions has become 
available; and said notifying means includes means for notifying the user, through said 
display means, that said one or more than one function specified in the notice received 
at said receiving means has become available (col. 14 lines 51-68). 

Referring to claims 10 and 18, Williams, Jr. discloses the remote controller 
according to claims 8-9, further comprising: a control unit for deciding, when a 
manipulation is performed on said remote controller attempting to control a function of 
said electronic apparatus, whether the function which is attempted to be controlled by 
said manipulation is available, and prohibiting transmission of a control signal to said 
apparatus upon deciding that said function is unavailable (col. 14 lines 51-67). 
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Claims 11-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Williams, Jr. (US# 6,195,797) in view of Ludtke (US# 6,237,049). 

Referring to claim 1 1 , Williams, Jr. discloses a method of controlling an electronic 
apparatus having multiple functions (col. 1 1 lines 11-18; see Figure 2) comprising the 
steps of: 

remotely controlling a first function of said electronic apparatus using a first remote 
controller (22) (i.e. first set top box) (col. 1 1 lines 11-18); 

receiving in said electronic apparatus a request for control of a second function from a 
second remote controller (22) (i.e. second set top box) while said first function is being 
performed by said electronic apparatus(i.e. requests from different clients) (col. 4 lines 
6-23 and col. 18 line 64 to col. 19 line 6); 

the determining in said electronic apparatus whether said second function may be 
operated simultaneously with said first function (i.e. server 20 determines if the request 
is available or NOT from one of the set box 22, if NOT then the transmission of data is 
not transmitted to that set box 22 simultaneously with other set boxes) (col. 14 lines 
51-67); remotely controlling a second function if it is determined that said second 
function may be simultaneously performed with said first function (col. 14 lines 51-67). 

However, Williams, Jr. did not explicitly disclose the method of rejecting the 
request for the second function if it is determined that said second function may not be 
simultaneously performed with said first function. 



Application/Control Number: 10/762,803 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2635 

In the same field of endeavor of home network system, Ludtke teaches the 
method of rejecting the request for the second function if it is determined that said 
second function may not be simultaneously performed with said first function (col. 7 
lines 55-57 and col. 19 line 53 to col. 20 line 13). 

One ordinary skill in the art recognizes that the method of rejecting the request 
for the second function if it is determined that said second function may not be 
simultaneously performed with said first function of Ludtke is desirable in the home 
network system of Williams, Jr. because Williams, Jr. teaches the user is informed with 
unavailable signal of the requested information from the server 20 (col. 14 lines 34-67) 
and Ludtke teaches that the third consumer device received the rejection of the 
requested signal from the proxy device that the requested reservation can not be 
performed at the time (col. 19 line 53 to col. 20 line 13). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
include the method of rejecting the request for the second function if it is determined 
that said second function may not be simultaneously performed with said first function 
Ludtke in the home network system of Williams, Jr. with the motivation for doing so 
would allow the proxy device to provide more specific functionality for other consumer 
devices in the network 5 (col. 19 lines 15-19). 

Referring to claim 12, Williams, Jr. in view of Ludtke disclose the method as 
recited in claim 1 1 , Ludtke discloses further comprising the steps of: sending a 
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notification signal to said second remote controller upon rejecting the request for the 
second function (col. 19 line 53 to col. 20 line 14). 

Referring to claim 1 3, Williams, Jr. in view of Ludtke disclose the method as 
recited in claim 12, Williams, Jr. discloses further comprising the steps of: sending 
another notification signal to said second remote controller when said first function is 
no longer being performed to notify said second remote controller that said second 
function may now be performed (col. 14 lines 51-67). 

Referring to claims 14-15, Williams, Jr. in view of Ludtke disclose the method as 
recited in claim 12, Williams, Jr. teaches the display and sound hardware (23) as a 
display of the information receiving from the server (20) including the acknowledgment 
information to the user (col. 14 lines 30-40 and 51-65) and the routine repeats until a 
channel becomes available (col. 14 lines 65-67). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made that Williams 
Jr. teaches at least one of an audio and visual indicator is generated by said second 
remote controller upon receiving said notification signal and wherein at least one of an 
audio and visual indicator is generated by said second remote controller upon receiving 
said other notification signal. 

Referring to claim 16, Williams, Jr. discloses a method of controlling an electronic 
apparatus having multiple function comprising the steps of: transmitting by a remote 
controller a request signal to said electronic apparatus (col. 1 1 lines 11-18). However, 
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Williams, Jr. as silent on teaching the method of providing at said remote controller at 
least one of a visual and audible indication of receipt of said indicator signal. 

Williams, Jr. teaches the display and sound hardware (23) as a display of the 
information receiving from the server (20) including the acknowledgment information to 
the user (col. 14 lines 30-40 and 51-65). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention was made to have the display means (23) of Williams, Jr. for 
displaying as an indication of signal to the user (1) from server (i.e. see Figure 2). 
However, Williams, Jr. did not explicitly disclose the method of receiving in said remote 
controller an indicator signal from said electronic apparatus if said request is rejected 
by said electronic apparatus. 

In the same field of endeavor of home network system, Ludtke teaches the 
method of receiving in said remote controller (i.e. consumer electronic media device) 
an indicator signal from said electronic apparatus if said request is rejected by said 
electronic apparatus (13) (i.e. proxy box) (col. 20 lines 6-13). 

One ordinary skill in the art recognizes that the method of receiving in said 
consumer electronic media device an indicator signal from said electronic apparatus if 
said request is rejected by said proxy box (13) of Ludtke is desirable in the home 
network system of Williams, Jr. because Williams, Jr. teaches Williams, Jr. teaches the 
display and sound hardware (23) as a display of the information receiving from the 
server (20) including the unavailable acknowledgment information to the user (col. 14 
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lines 30-40 and 51-65) and Ludtke teaches the proxy device transmits a rejection 
signal to the third consumer electronic media device indicating that the requested 
reservation of the particular subunit of the second consumer electronic media 
device cannot be performed at that time. At step 1 124, the third consumer electronic 
media device receives the rejection signal from the proxy device (col. 20 lines 6-13). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention was made to include the method of receiving in said consumer 
electronic media device an indicator signal from said electronic apparatus if said 
request is rejected by said proxy box (13) of Ludtke in the home network of Williams, 
Jr. with the motivation for doing so would indicate to the user of the requested can not 
be performed at that time. 

Referring to claim 17, Williams Jr. in view of Ludtke disclose the method of claim 
16, Williams, Jr. teaches the display and sound hardware (23) as a display of the 
information receiving from the server (20) including the acknowledgment information to 
the user (col. 14 lines 30-40 and 51-65) and the routine repeats until a channel 
becomes available (col. 14 lines 65-67). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made that Williams Jr. 
teaches the method of receiving another indicator signal at said remote controller 
which indicates that said request would be accepted by said electronic apparatus if 
said request signal were re-transmitted by said remote controller; and providing at said 
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remote controller at least one of a visual and audible indication of receipt of said 
another indicator signal . 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Williams, 
Jr. (US# 6,195,797) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Ludtke (US# 
6,237,049). 

Referring to claim 2, Williams, Jr. discloses the apparatus of claim 1 . However, 
Williams, Jr. did not explicitly disclose wherein: said control unit includes means for 
accepting a request for said first function while said first function is activated in a case 
that the request is sent from said first remote controller and rejecting the request for 
said first function in a case that the request is sent from said second remote controller. 

In the same field of endeavor of home network system, Ludtke teaches the 
control unit (13) (i.e. proxy device) includes means for accepting a request for said first 
function while said first function is activated in a case that the request is sent from said 
first remote controller (i.e. second consumer device) and rejecting the request for said 
first function in a case that the request is sent from said second remote controller (i.e. 
third consumer device) (col. 19 line 53 to col. 20 line 13). 

One ordinary skill in the art recognizes that the proxy device (13) for accepting a 
request for said first function while said first function is activated in a case that the 
request is sent from said second consumer device and rejecting the request for said 
first function in a case that the request is sent from said third consumer device of 
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Ludtke is desirable in the home network of Williams, Jr. because Williams, Jr. teaches 
the user is informed with unavailable signal of the requested information from the 
server 20 (col. 14 lines 34-67) and Ludtke teaches that the third consumer device 
received the rejection of the requested signal from the proxy device that the requested 
reservation can not be performed at the time (col. 19 line 53 to col. 20 line 13). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention was made to include the proxy device (13) for accepting a request for 
said first function while said first function is activated in a case that the request is sent 
from said second consumer device and rejecting the request for said first function in a 
case that the request is sent from said third consumer device of Ludtke in the home 
network system of Williams, Jr. with the motivation for doing so would allow the proxy 
device to provide more specific functionality for other consumer devices in the network 
5 (col. 19 lines 15-19). 

Claim Objections 

Claims 5-7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Referring to claim 5, the following is a statement of reasons for the indication of 
allowable subject matter: the prior art fail to suggest limitations that storage 
means for storing control data used to execute exclusive control on two or more 
of said multiple functions that are not usable concurrently, wherein said 
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control unit decides, among all functions other than a given function, which 
are usable while said given function is activated and which are not, based on 
the control data stored by said storage means. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Neuman (US# 2003/0195969) discloses the system and method supporting 
infrared remote control over a network. 

Dara-Abrams et al. (US# 6,259,707) disclose a network system with multiple 
users simultaneously communicating with the base station. 

Rakib (US# 6,970,127) discloses a remote control for wireless control of system 
and displaying of compressed video on a display on the remote. 

Neel et al. (US# 5,838,314) disclose a digital video services system. 

Ludtke et al. (US# 6, 1 41 ,702) disclose a model and command set for an AV/C- 
based disc media player recorder. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications form the 
examiner should be directed to Scott Au whose telephone number is (571) 272-3063. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 8:30AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Horabik can be reached at (571) 272-3068. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (571 )- 
272-1817. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)- 
305-3900. 
Scott Au 





